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STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (/f applicable)

2020100566
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE ORPRINT CLEARLY.

LEADAGENCY LEADAGENCY EMAIL [ATE
COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO DEPARTMENT OF | mgin@co.slo.ca.us 02/03/2021

COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING DOCUMENT NUMBER
COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO

PROJECT TITLE
MILNER MINOR USE PERMIT; DRC2019-00046

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL |[PHONE NUMBER
CATHERINE MILNER 2012cmil@gmail.com (805) 423-3632

PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE
8010 TORO CREEK ROAD SHANDON CA 93461

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box)
[ Local Public Agency [] school District [[] other Special District [] state Agency Private Entity

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:
O Environmental Impact Report (EIR) $3,445,25 $
Xl Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND}(ND) $2,480.25
O Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to COFW $1,171.25

$2,480.25

O Exempt from fee
O Notice of Exemption (attach)
O CDFW No Effect Determination (attach)
O Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy)

[ water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) $850.00

County documentary handling fee $ $50.00

O Other $
PAYMENT METHOD:

O Cash [ Credit O Check Other TOTAL RECEIVED §

$2,530.25
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Filing Type e ND_
Total $2,5630.25
Tender ({On Account) $2,530.25

Account# cTY

Accourt Name JE except TX & DSS
Customer Name 1002178210
Balance $2,550.25

PLEASE KEEP FOR REFERENCE

2/3/21 8:54 AM gugalde
San Luis Obispo



COUNTY Negative Declaration & Notice Of Determination
‘5 SAN LUIS

OBISPO

SAN Luis OBISPO COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND BUILDING
976 OSOS STREET * ROOM 200 * SAN Luls OBISPO + CALIFORNIA 93408 + (805) 781-5600

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION NO. ED Number 20-080 DATE: October 30, 2020

PROJECT/ENTITLEMENT: Milner Minor Use Permit;DRC2019-00046
APPLICANT NAME:  Catherine Milner

Email: 2012cmil@gmail.com
ADDRESS: 8010 Toro Creek Road, Atascadero, CA 93461
CONTACT PERSON:  Julie White-Chaples Telephone: 805-423-3632

PROPOSED USES/INTENT: A request by Catherine Milner for a Minor Use Permit (DRC2019-00046)
to establish up to 9,200 square feet of outdoor cannabis canopy on a 40-acre parcel. The project would
result in an area of disturbance of approximately 0.87 acre (37,920 square feet) and would include the
installation of a 400-square-foot shed to be used for the storage of harvest equipment, and
approximately 0.5 mile of roadway improvements (i.e., re-paving) along an existing paved private
driveway. No grading or tree removal would be required. The project includes a request for an ordinance
modification to allow for a 60-foot setback from the outdoor cultivation area to the east property line,
where 300 feet is required.

LOCATION: The project site is located within the Agriculture land use designation at 2560 McMillan
Canyon Road, approximately 3.8 miles north of the community of Shandon in the Shandon-Carrizo Sub
Area of the North County Planning Area.

LEAD AGENCY: County of San Luis Obispo
Dept of Planning & Building
976 Osos Street, Rm. 200
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408-2040
Website: http://www.sloplanning.org

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE REVIEW: YES [X] NO []

OTHER POTENTIAL PERMITTING AGENCIES: California Department of Food and Agriculture -
CalCannabis, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Regional Water Quality Control Board,
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Additional information pertaining to this Environmental Determination
may be obtained by contacting the above Lead Agency address or (805)781-5600.
COUNTY “REQUEST FOR REVIEW” PERIOD ENDS AT NOVEMBER 29, 2020 4:30 P.M.

30-DAY PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD begins at the time of public notification

Notice of Determination State Clearinghouse No. __ 2020100566

This is to advise that the San Luis Obispo County as Lead Agency [_] Responsible Agency
enied the above described projecton _01/08/2021 , and has made the following
determinations regarding the above described project:
The project will not have a significant effect on the environment. A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project
pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. Mitigation measures and monitoring were made a condition of approval of the
project. A Statement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted for this project. Findings were made pursuant to the
provisions of CEQA.

This is to certify that the Negative Declaration with comments and responses and record of project approval is
available to the General Public at the ‘Lead Agency’ address above.
Misty Gin (Mgin@co.slo.ca.us) for

W Eric Hughes, Senior Planner 02/02/2021 County of San Luis Obispo

Signature Project Manager Name Date Public Agency




COUNTY 'S COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO PLN-2039
"~ OBISPO DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & BUILDING 04/2019

Initial Study - Environmental Checklist

Project Title & No. Milner Minor Use Permit ED20-080 DRC2019-00046

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: The proposed project could have a "Potentially
Significant Impact” for environmental factors checked below. Please refer to the attached pages for
discussion on mitigation measures or project revisions to either reduce these impacts to less than
significant levels or require further study.

[] Aesthetics [[] Greenhouse Gas Emissions ] public Services

[] Agriculture & Forestry X] Hazards & Hazardous Materials | [] Recreation

Resources X Hydrology & Water Quality [] Transportation

[ Air Quality [] Land Use & Planning [] Tribal Cultural Resources
Biological Resources D Mineral Resources X Utilities & Service Systems

[ cultural Resources [ Noise [ wildfire

[] Energy [ population & Housing Mandatory Findings of

[] Geology & Sails Significance

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency)

On the basis of this initial evaluation, the Environmental Coordinator finds that:

D The proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will be prepared.

Although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a
significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the
project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

The proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT is required.

The proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially significant unless
mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an
earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation
measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.
Although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all
potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant
to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are
imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

i WM SWCA Environmental Consultants

OO0 X

[

Cassidy Williams Cassidy. Williams@swca.com October 15, 2020
Prepared by (Print) Signature Date
S For Steve McMasters, Principal
David Moran J * luneons Environmental Specialist October 15, 2020
Reviewed by (Print) Signature DaveMoran@charter.net  pate
SMcMasters@co.slo.ca.us
976 OSOS STREET, ROOM 300 | SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93408 |(805) 781-5600 | TTY/TRS 7-1-1 PAGE 1 OF 86
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PLN-2039

DRC2019-00046 Milner Minor Use Permit 04/2019

Initial Study - Environmental Checklist

Project Environmental Analysis

The County's environmental review process incorporates all of the requirements for completing the
Initial Study as required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines. The
Initial Study includes staff's on-site inspection of the project site and surroundings and a detailed review of
the information in the file for the project. In addition, available background information is reviewed for each
project. Relevant information regarding soil types and characteristics, geologic information, significant
vegetation and/or wildlife resources, water availability, wastewater disposal services, existing land uses and
surrounding land use categories and other information relevant to the environmental review process are
evaluated for each project. Exhibit A includes the references used, as well as the agencies or groups that
were contacted as a part of the Initial Study. The County Planning Department uses the checklist to
summarize the results of the research accomplished during the initial environmental review of the project.

Persons, agencies or organizations interested in obtaining more information regarding the
environmental review process for a project should contact the County of San Luis Obispo Planning
Department, 976 Osos Street, Rm. 200, San Luis Obispo, CA, 93408-2040 or call (805) 781-5600.

A. Project
DESCRIPTION:

Arequest by Catherine Milner for a Minor Use Permit (DRC2019-00046) to establish up to 9,200 square feet
of outdoor cannabis canopy on a 40-acre parcel. The project would result in an area of disturbance of
approximately 0.87 acre (37,920 square feet) and would include the installation of a 400-square-foot shed to
be used for the storage of harvest equipment, and approximately 0.5 mile of roadway improvements (i.e., re-
paving) along an existing paved private driveway. No grading or tree removal would be required. The project
includes a request for an ordinance modification to allow for a 60-foot setback from the outdoor cultivation
area to the east property line, where 300 feet is required. The project site is located within the Agriculture
land use designation at 2560 McMillan Canyon Road, approximately 3.8 miles north of the community of
Shandon in the Shandon-Carrizo Sub Area of the North County Planning Area.

The proposed 9,200-square-foot (0.21-acre) canopy would be located within a proposed 9,600-square-foot
fenced area. The outdoor cannabis cultivation would be cultivated within 60 above-ground organic soil planter
boxes using organic methods in accordance with the National Organic Program requirements and would be
watered by hand. Water would be sourced from an existing on-site well and stored within an existing on-site
275-gallon water tank. Based on the water demand estimate provided by the project applicant, the project
would result in annual water demand of approximately 11,340 gallons (0.035 acre-feet per year). No cannabis
hoop structures would be installed as part of the project.

Cannabis nursery plants would be delivered to the project site via a licensed third-party distributer, planted
in July, and cultivated to maturity until harvest in October. Harvested plants would be cut at the base of the
stock and transported off-site for testing and processing by a third-party distributer. No trimming or other
processing activities would occur on-site. Following harvest, all organic waste would be collected and
transferred to a designated composting area. Once the organic material has been rendered inert, it would be
placed in trash bags and removed from the premises to be disposed off-site. A cover crop would then be
planted and tilled into the soil of the planter boxes to reduce erosion from wind and water, encourage
nitrogen fixation, and support healthy soil function until the next cannabis cultivation cycle begins. The
estimated annual water demand for the project includes water use to support the annual cover crop.

976 OSOS STREET, ROOM 300 | SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93408 | (805) 781-5600 | TTY/TRS 7-1-1 PAGE 2 OF 86
planning@co.slo.ca.us | www.sloplanning.org



PLN-2039

DRC2019-00046 Milner Minor Use Permit 04/2019

Initial Study - Environmental Checklist

The project includes construction of a 400-square-foot storage shed to be located within the fenced outdoor
cannabis cultivation area. The storage shed and cultivation area would be enclosed within a 6-foot-tall chain-
link security fence with vinyl slats and 2 feet of barbed wire installed along the top. The project also includes
storage lockers for tools and equipment that would be located immediately west of, and outside of, the
security fence. The project would employ up to two full-time employees. The hours of operation would be
from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday. A portable restroom will be provided on-site for
employees. A designated all-weather parking area would be established immediately south of the cultivation
area, which would accommodate six parking spaces. The project would not include sales on-site and no
exterior signage is proposed.

Ordinance Modification

The project includes a request for a modification of the setback requirements set forth in Land Use Ordinance
(LUO) Section 22.40.050.D.3.b. to allow the proposed cannabis cultivation area to be located approximately
60 feet from the east property line, where 300 feet is required for an outdoor cannabis cultivation area. The
adjacent parcel located to the east of the property is approximately 166 acres in size, is currently undeveloped,
and has historically been used to dry farm barley. No land uses that would be sensitive to cannabis odors,
such as residences, occur on the adjacent property. The nearest sensitive receptor location is an off-site
residence located approximately 1 mile west of the project site.

Baseline Conditions

The approximately 40-acre parcel currently supports a single-family residence, photovoltaic solar arrays,
domestic animal enclosures, and 300 mature olive trees. On-site vegetation consists primarily of cropland,
non-native grasses and forbs, and several planted trees. An ephemeral drainage crosses the project property
from north to south approximately 660 feet (0.13 mile) west of the proposed area of disturbance. Surrounding
land uses include undeveloped land and active agricultural operations (Figures 1 and 2). The area proposed
for outdoor cannabis cultivation and location of the storage shed consists of a highly disturbed area, a portion
of which was previously utilized as a fenced dog kennel.

ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER(S): 017-081-009
Latitude:  35°42'56" N Longitude: 120°22'23"W SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT # 1

Other Public Agencies Whose Approval is Required

Permit Type/Action Agency
State Cultivation Licenses California Department of Food and Agriculture -
CalCannabis
Written Agreement Regarding No Need for Lake and California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)

Streambed Alterations (LSA)

Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges | Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)
of Waste Associated with Cannabis Cultivation Activities,
Order No. WQ-2017-0023-DWQ (General Order)

Safety Plan Approval and Final Inspection California Department of Forestry (CAL FIRE)

A more detailed discussion of other agency approvals and licensing requirements is provided in Exhibit B of
this Initial Study.
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PLN-2039

DRC2019-00046 Milner Minor Use Permit 04/2019
Initial Study - Environmental Checklist
B. Existing Setting
Plan Area: North County Sub: Shandon-CarrizoSub  Comm: Rural

Area North
Land Use Category: Agriculture
Combining Designation:  None
Parcel Size: 39.75 acres
Topography: Nearly level to moderately sloping
Vegetation: Grassland and olive production, planted trees
Existing Uses: Organic olive farm, single-family residence
Surrounding Land Use Categories and Uses:
North:  Agriculture; undeveloped East: Agriculture; agricultural
South:  Agriculture; undeveloped West:  Agriculture; undeveloped

PAGE 4 OF 86
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Milner Minor Use Permit

Initial Study - Environmental Checklist
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Figure 1. Project Vicinity Map
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